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1. GENERAL NEWS 

Earthquake L'Aquila  

EFG would like to support the Italian National Council of 
Geologists after the great disaster of April 6. EFG considers that 
the European prevention policy should be implemented as soon 
as possible to avoid this kind of tragedy in the future.  

ICOG (Ilustre Colegio Oficial de Geologos) interviewed Marino 
Trimboli, member of Consiglio Nazionale Geologi (CNG) and 
expert in natural hazards and EFG Delegate, about the 
earthquake in the Abruzzo zone last month.  

Dr Trimboli explains that although the earthquake meansured only 5.8 on the Richter scale its 
consequences were severe because the focus was near the surface, 10-15 km deep, with 
surface displacements of 25 cm. The area is still active, with M 4 events occurring along 
different faults. The city of L’Aquila lies on the principal fault. He explains that although there 
have been regulations since 1980 on natural risks and seismic design of structures, historical 
city centres of the region are not really prepared these events, and there are a lot of modern 
buildings that did not resist the last earthquake.  

Dr Trimboli thinks that the solution is expensive and it takes a lot of time, but it is possible to 
inform people, not only in Italy. In this regard Dr Trimboli consideres that a positive step would 
be to organize workshops through EFG in Europe.  



The events in Italy indicates the importance of to implementing European legislation that the 
European Commission adopted on 23 February 2009 (Natural Hazards, GeoNews May).  

Eurocode 8 on earthquake resistant structure bears no relation to local faults and their local 
seismic nature.  

You can find technical information about place and scientific data of this earthquake on the 
websites:  

Instituto Nacionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia: http://portale.ingv.it/temi-ricerca 
 
The L'Aquila seismic sequence - April 2009: 
http://portale.ingv.it/highlights/view?set_language=en  
 
Aenzia Spaziale Italiana - ASI: http://www.asi.it/en/news_en/  
 
Map with epicentres: http://www.ipgp.jussieu.fr/pictures_lib/2926.jpg 
 
Consiglio Nazionale dei Geologi: http://www.consiglionazionalegeologi.it  
 
Original document (Spanish language):  
http://www.icog.es/_portal/noticias/noticias.asp?bid=1085&ini=1 

Call for proposals  

� Lifelong Learning Programme Call 2009  

Award of grants for actions to develop and implement 
the European Qualifications Framework (EQF), 

including national and sectoral qualifications frameworks. 

Publication date: 29 April 2009 
Deadline: 14 August 2009 

General guidelines, application package, supporting documents, contact and more information: 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2009/call_eqf_2009.html 

���� Planning for the LIFE+ 2009  

LIFE+ is a limited but focused funding instrument providing specific support 
for the development and implementation of Community environmental policy 
and legislation. It comprises three components: 

  • LIFE+ Nature & Biodiversity 
• LIFE+ Environment Policy & Governance 
• LIFE+ Information & Communication 

 
Publication Date: 15 May 2009 
Total commission budget: 2.143 billion € (for the period 2007-2013) 
Deadline: 15 September 2009 



After that deadline, National authorities will have until 22 October to submit proposals to the 
European Commission. Following this, the Commission will begin the process of evaluating the 
proposals, firstly verifying eligibility, and then assessing them on the basis of the selection and 
award criteria. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus.htm 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus/components/component_nat.htm 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus/components/component_env.htm 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus/components/component_info.htm 

Report  

���� Geoscience Knowledge and Experience Requirements f or Professional Registration in 
Canada 

The Canadian Council of Professional Geoscientists (CCPG) is preased to annonce the release 
of a published version of the recenty approved revisions to the "Geoscience Knowledge and 
Experience Requirements for Professional Registration in Canada": 
http://www.ccpg.ca/main/en/documents/CCPG GKE booklet Press Release-22 April 2009_E.pdf 

Geoscience knowledge requirements for licensure are explained in more detail in the document: 
“Geoscience Knowledge and Experience Requirements for Professional Registration In 
Canada” (http://www.ccpg.ca/pgeoreg/en/Documents/4214 CCPG Requirements Booklet 
Web.pdf) This is a new document, dated May 2008. More information: 
http://www.ccpg.ca/main/index.php?lang=en 

Events  

� Conference on Sustainable Development: a Challenge for European Research. 26-28 
May 2009. Brussels, Belgium. This conference will celebrate the multiple ways through which 
European research contributes to global sustainable development: improved understanding of 
the environment, technological solutions, changing mindsets and behaviours, bearing in mind 
that it is also at the roots of unsustainable trends. More information: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/sd/conference/2009/index_en.cfm 

� 9th International Multidisciplinary Scientific Geo- Conference & Expo SGEM2009 . 16-19 
June 2009. Bulgaria. In relation to the above we bring together all geosciences which are 
connected in some way to the ecological equilibrium of our Planet. More information: 
http://www.sgem.org/ 

� Research Connection . 7-8 May 2009. Prague, Czech Republic. The European Commission 
is organizing a large conference on all aspects of EU Research. More information: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/conferences/2009/rtd-2009/index_en.cfm 

Environment technology research  

More information about others projects, publications, legislations, calls and events: 
http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/rtd/eesdwatkeact/info/data/ETR_sourceinfo.htm 



2. EFG EUROPEAN PROJECTS 

GEOTRAINET FIRST TRAINING COURSE: Training Course f or Trainers in Ground Source 
Heat Pump Systems, Uppsala, Sweden, 10-12 June 2009  

The Geotrainet project is supported by the European Commission: IEE programme – Altener, to 
establish a European training framework for GSHP designers and drillers. The long-term aims of 
the project include the raising of standards in this growing industry with a view to the protection 
of the environment and to a high quality for the consumers: www.geotrainet.eu 

These training courses will be of interest to those with experience in the design and installation 
of shallow geothermal systems AND in the delivery of training and dissemination of these 
subjects to practitioners: 

• trainers of designers 

• trainers of drillers  

Participants will be provided with the presentation material to assist in development of training 
courses in their own countries. This will be part of an ongoing 
process towards raising and coordinating national and 
international standards in GSHP systems.  

 

3. EFG WORKSHOP 

Events  

� Natural Resources Reporting Workshop . Dublin, Ireland. 15 May 2009. The EFG, the 
Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI), the Committee for Mineral Reserves International 
Reporting Standards (CRIRSCO) and the Irish Association for Economic Geology (IAEG) are 
co-hosting a Natural Resources Reporting Workshop in Dublin on 15 May 2009. The workshop 
will review the international reporting standards for mineral resources and mineral reserves and 
will discuss other financial and regulatory issues of importance to the natural resources sector. 
The workshop will be of benefit to those working in or associated with the natural resources 
sector, especially with the exploration, evaluation, reporting and financing of new discoveries. 
On the following days, the EFG Council Meeting will take place. 

Programme and Registration: http://www.eurogeologists.eu/images/content/Dublin_09/Natural 
Resources Reporting Workshop.pdf 
 

 

 



4. NATURAL HAZARDS  

Legislation  

The European Commission adopted on 23 February 2009 
two Communications on an EU strategy for disaster risk 
reduction in developing countries and on a Community 
approach on the prevention of natural and man-made 
disasters.  

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2009:0084:FIN:EN:PDF 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2009:0082:FIN:EN:PDF 

EFG Office attended the Info Day event on: "Disaster Prevention Communication: Workshop” 
on 27 April 2009, in Brussels, Belgium. Key elements of a community approach on prevention 
are:  

- Creating an inventory of information on disasters. 
- Spreading best practices. 
- Developing guidelines on hazard/risk mapping. 
- Encouraging research activities. 
- Training and awareness-raising in the area of disaster prevention.  

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/civil/prevention_overview.htm 

Call for proposals  

� Cooperation projects on preparedness and prevention . The 2009 call for proposals for 
cooperation projects on prevention and preparedness in the field of civil protection covers TWO 
separate sections, each with its own objectives and specific budget: Prevention projects and 
Preparedness  projects. The general notice was published in the Official Journal of the 
European Communities, (2009/C 57) on 11 March 2009.The detailed criteria for applying for 
funding under this call, i.e. the Grant application guide for Cooperation Projects on Prevention 
and Preparedness 2009, the administrative (A), technical (T) and financial (F) forms 2009 are 
available by clicking on the corresponding links. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:057:SOM:EN:HTML 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/civil/prote/pdfdocs/call_2009/grant_guide.pdf 

Prevention: 

Contribute to the development of a knowledge-based approach on prevention. Prevent/mitigate 
long-term damage by improving risk assessment and management. Promote consistency in the 
“response-preparedness-prevention-remediation” chain by matching general policy and civil 
protection requirements. 

Publication Date: 11 March 2009 
Total commission budget: 2.25 Million € 
Max co funding rate: 75 % 
Max duration of the projects: 24 months 



At least 2 Member States 
Deadline: 18 May 2009 at 17:00:00 (Brussels local time) 

Preparedness: 

Exchange of information, experience, good practices and knowledge at increasing the 
performance of the civil protection actors; cross border civil protection cooperation and 
enhancement of the availability of civil protection modules and other resources. 

Publication Date: 11 March 2009 
Total commission budget: 1.4 Million € 
Max co funding rate: 75 % 
Max duration of the projects: 24 months 
At least 3 Member States 
Deadline: 18 May 2009 at 17:00:00 (Brussels local time) 
 
You can find more information in the website and the other links:  
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/civil/prote/call_prep_2009.htm 
Specific Programme: Civil Protection Financial Instruments:  
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/civil/prote/pdfdocs/call_2009/grant_guide.pdf 

Events  

� 8th Advisory Group on Environmental 
Emergencies (AGEE).  6-8 May 2009. Brussels, 
Belgium. The meeting will be co-organized by the 
European Commission's Monitoring and Information Centre and the Joint Environment Unit. The 
AGEE is an international forum that brings together environmental specialists, disaster 
managers, and emergency policy makers from around the world to share information, expertise 
and lessons learned to improve preparedness and response to environmental emergencies. 
More information: 
http://ochaonline.un.org/ToolsServices/EmergencyRelief/EnvironmentalEmergenciesandtheJEU
/AGEE/tabid/1473/language/en-US/Default.aspx 

5. RENEWABLE AND GEOTHERMAL ENERGY 

Call for proposal  

� Intelligent Energy – Europe.  At a time when world leaders are exploring the options for 
restoring consumers' confidence and giving new stimulus to the global economy, here is a 
tangible opportunity for forward-looking organizations in the EU to create new jobs and help to 
tackle climate change.  

Publication Date: 06 April 2009 
Total commission budget: € 65 million 
Deadline: 25 June 2009 at 17:00:00 (Brussels local time) 
More information: http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/call_for_proposals/index_en.htm 

Attend Eco-innovation Info Day. 20 April 2009. Brussels, Belgium. The Eco-innovation 
European Info Day which will be held in Brussels on 20 April will be the opportunity to learn 
more about the forthcoming call for proposals with its approximately € 32 million funds available 



for projects in the area of recycling, buildings, food & drink and green business. Register today 
on: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etap/ecoinnovation/events_en.htm 

 

Call for papers  

� The PROMITHEAS Network is organizing for the second year the International Scientific 
“Black Sea Energy and Climate Policy Conference ” on 8-9 October 2009 in Athens (Greece). 
Conference Proceedings of abstracts will be published and distributed with the Conference 
Programme. Submitted papers will be reviewed for publication in a special issue of the “Euro-
Asian Journal of Sustainable Energy Development Policy”, published by the PROMITHEAS 
network. Timetable: 

Deadline for the submission of abstracts: 18 May 2009 
Notification of acceptance: 2 June 2009 
Deadline for submission of full paper: 14 July 2009 

More information: http://www.kepa.uoa.gr/ 

Events  

� Official Launch of the Geothermal Panel . 26 June 2009. Brussels, 
Belgium. EGEC (European Geothermal Energy Council) invites the 
European geothermal community to the Official Launch of the 
Geothermal Panel in the European Technology Platform for renewable 
heating and cooling (ETP-RHC). More information: com@egec.org 

� Effstock 2009 - The 11th International Conference o n Energy Storage . 14-17 June 2009. 
Stockholm, Sweden. Effstock 2009 gathers the world's leading specialists, academic 
researchers, design professionals, manufacturers, environmental consultants, developers, utility 
personnel, engineers and architects within the field of energy efficiency through energy storage. 
This cost-effective and eco-friendly technology will be demonstrated in existing applications as 
well as future developments at the conference. 

• How will our buildings be efficiently heated and cooled in the coming years? 

• How do we optimize utilization of natural energy sources? 

• How will we save the environment while saving money and increasing productivity? 

These are vital questions to us all. Government officials, politicians and executives will be 
present at Effstock 2009 to learn more about how Energy Storage is part of the answer. More 
information: http://www.effstock2009.com/ 

6. OIL AND GAS 

Events  

� 12th Asian Oil, Gas & Petrochemical Engineering Exh ibition - OGA 2009 . 10-12 June 
2009. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. OGA 2009 showcases world-class technology and services in 



the oil and gas industry and creates networking channels between exhibitors and trade visitors, 
providing opportunities to establish new partnerships. It is a platform for all the professionals, 
experts and industry specialists of the oil and gas industry to discuss and gather information on 
the current technology and innovation. More information: http://www.oilandgas-asia.com/ 

7. HYDROGEOLOGY 

Events  

� Water Footprint Reporting.  5-7 May 2009. Brussels, Belgium. This summit will investigate 
the role of business versus the role of governments, NGOs and consumers and map out the 
road to shared global standards. More information: http://www.eng-
nl.com/upcoming_events/235/ 

� Groundwater Recharge Assessment . 20-21 May 2009. University of East Anglia, Norwich, 
United Kingdom. This meeting will consider recent progress in measuring and understanding 
recharge processes in a range of hydrogeological environments under both current and future 
climatic conditions. A number of influential researchers from the UK hydrogeological community 
will give presentations to provide an overview and focus for this meeting. More information: 
http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/gsl/groups/specialist/hydro/page4938.html 

� Micropolution & Ecohazard 2009 6th IWA/GRA . 8-10 June 2009 San Francisco Bay Area, 
California, USA. Specialized Conference on Assessment and Control of 
Micropollutants/Hazardous Substances in Water. This international event is the first 
comprehensive conference to profile the latest developments in the detection, risk assessment, 
treatment and regulation of micropollutants in all environmental media by the world’s top 
experts. More information: http://www.grac.org/micropolagenda.pdf 

� Singapore International Water Week . 22-26 June 2009. Singapore. The Singapore 
International Water Week is the global platform for water solutions. It brings policymakers, 
industry leaders, experts and practitioners together to address challenges, showcase 
technologies, discover opportunities and celebrate achievements in the water world. The annual 
event features the Water Leaders Summit, Water Convention, Water Expo and Business 

Forums as well as the presentation of the 
Lee Kuan Yew Water Prize for innovative 
contributions in solving the world's water 
problems. More information: 
http://www.siww.com.sg/ 

� 2nd International Conference on Water Economics, St atistics, and Finance . 3-5 July 
2009. Alexandroupolis, Thrace, Greece. An international conference is being arranged that will 
focus on economic, financial and statistical aspects of water and sanitation. This conference is 
intended to make a major contribution to the transfer of knowledge from research to practice 
covering the entire water cycle, ultimately influencing major policy decisions. More information: 
http://www.soc.uoc.gr/iwa/iwa_page.php?IWAdoc 

� Interpretation of pumping tests . 19-20 May 2009. Spain. Language Spanish. More 
information: http://www.icog.es/_portal/formacion/formacion.asp 



8. SOIL PROTECTION AND GEOLOGICAL HERITAGE 

Events  

� XIV International Clay Conference. 14-20 June 2009. Italy. The Associazione Italiana per lo 
Studio delle Argille (AISA), on behalf of the Association Internationale pour l’Etude des Argiles 
(AIPEA), is pleased to invite you to the 14th International Clay Conference. Share your ideas 
and knowledge on the boundless world of micro and nanoparticles, the Mare Magnum of the 
Sciences! More information: http://www.14icc.org/ 

9. GEOPHYSICS 

Events  

� 5th Congress of Balkan Geophysical Society (BGS).  10-16 May 2009. Belgrade, Serbia. 
The 5th Congress of BGS will also include new concepts; in addition to the Technical 
programme, an important side event, Energy, Economy and Environment, is incorporated. The 
world energy experts will come face to face with the top representatives of WB, UNESCO, 
UNDP, UNEP, but also with ministers of energy and environment from the Balkan countries. 
Geological storage of CO2, an approach to mitigate climate changes, will be hot the agenda. 
This is one of the Congress aims – to contribute towards achieving some of the UN Millennium 
Development Goals. More information: http://www.agserbia.com/ 

� Course on geophysical prospecting . 25-29 May 2009. Spain. Language Spanish. More 
information: http://www.icog.es/_portal/formacion/formacion.asp 

10. ENGINEERING GEOLOGY 

Events  

� Geo-engineering a new Copernican Revolution. An ult imate solution for Reducing 
Global Warming?  26 May 2009. Brussels, Belgium. One of its major objectives is to critically 
reflect on Climate or Geo-Engineering as a valid method for solving the threats of our planet in a 
foreseeable future - this century. The complexity of this objective is evident and requires a 
holistic approach: applicability of the precautionary principle, involving specified overarching 
sciences like thermodynamics, usability of 'small' size pilot experiments, etc. The application of 
'technological fix' means last resort solutions that is when all other measures have failed or have 
not been successfully implemented by lack of political leadership. More information: 
http://www.clubofrome.at/events/lectures/59/index.html 

11. JOB OPORTUNITIES 

���� GRANT FOR PROFESSORSHIP: 

Job Title: Grant for Professorship 
Location: Uppsala University  
Job description: Zennström Philantropies has granted a generous multi-year grant for a visiting 
professorship in climate science at Uppsala University. The grant covers a full-time position for 
one year effectively, but can be used over a two years period. Please send CV, publication list 



and a research plan (max 5 pages) by e-mail to vicerektor@teknat.uu.se. Deadline: June 1st 
2009.  
More information: http://www.teknat.uu.se/cms/node434 

���� GEOLOGIST: 

Job Title: Sedimentologist/Stratigrapher Position 
Location: Eastern Illinois University, USA 
Job description: Assistant Professor with primary expertise in sedimentology and stratigraphy to 
begin August 2009. 
More information: http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/GeoSci-Jobs/message/3353 

���� GEOLOGIST: 

Job Title: Post doctoral fellow climate change 
Location: Quebec City, Canada 
Job description: The position is for a candidate with background in statistical hydrology and/or in 
climatology. Research will focus on statistical downscaling techniques and probabilistic climate 
change scenarios. Strong expertise in statistitics is required as well as good programming skills. 
More information: http://www.gethydrologyjobs.com/post-doctoral-fellow-climate-change-
quebec-city-not-in-us-58193.htm 

���� ENGINEERING GEOLOGIST: 

Job Title: Senior Tunneling/Geotechnical Engineer 
Location: New York (USA) 
Job description: Oversee and manage Geotechnical Engineering staff. Monitor performance of 
geotechnical instrumentation monitoring subcontractor eviewing drilling programs and reports 
from geotechnical consultants. Interpreting and documenting geotechnical and survey data and 
preparing geological reports. Advising on effects of geology on construction especially tunnel 
boring by tunnel boring machine (TBM) for both the specialized multi-mode pressure. 
More information: http://www.ggrweb.com/cgi-bin/uncgi/hilite.cgi?FN=/db_job/MJ/GW-
0420093040.html&K1=geology&K2=&K3=&K4=&K5=&K6=&WK1=&WK2=&WK3=&WK4=&WK
5=&WK6= 

���� GEOLOGIST: 

Job title: Geologist 
Location: Huaraz, Peru 
Job description: Experience is required in subterranean miner, mining 3 years; Spanish 
language.  
More information: http://www.infomine.com/careers/jobs/job342702/geologo.aspx 

���� HYDROGEOLOGIST ASSISTANTSHIP: 

Job Title: Graduate Assistantship 
Location: Newark, USA 
Job description: The project investigates the transport and fate of dissolved organic matter 
(DOM) in watersheds and the controls of wetlands and riparian ecosystems. The research 
assistantship provides for an annual stipend along with a tuition waiver. Students should have a 
strong background in watershed hydrology and/or biogeochemistry (or water quality). 



More information: http://www.gethydrologyjobs.com/graduate-assistantship-newark-delaware-
129673.htm 

���� HYDROGEOLOGIST: 

Job Title: Principal Hydrologist/Flood Risk Modeller 
Location: Birmingham, UK 
Job description: Experience is required in river and floodplain modelling, flood mapping, 
floodplain damage and risk assessment, cost-benefit analysis, GIS mapping and analysis, and 
quantitative risk management. You must be an excellent communicator with the ability to 
manage multiple projects and communicate with multiple teams. 
More information: http://www.gethydrologyjobs.com/principal-hydrologistflood-risk-modeller-
birmingham--111772.htm 

���� HYDROGEOLOGIST: 

Job Title: Geologist/Hydrogeologist 
Location: USA 
Job description: Performing Phase I Environmental Site Assessments and Preliminary 
Assessments; designing soil and groundwater investigations; implementing soil and 
groundwater investigations, including soil sample and groundwater collection; underground 
storage tank removal oversight; report writing; proposal support and project management  
More information: http://www.ggrweb.com/cgi-bin/uncgi/hilite.cgi?FN=/db_job/HP/HP-
121223805.html&K1=geology&K2=&K3=&K4=&K5=&K6=&WK1=&WK2=&WK3=&WK4=&WK5
=&WK6= 

���� ENGINEERING GEOLOGIST: 

Job Title: Geotechnical Engineer – Civil / Geology 
Location: Walnut Creek, USA 
Job description: The ideal candidate must have at least 7+ years experience in geotechnical 
engineering, offering the abilities to lead and provide senior technical guidance on complex 
geotechnical engineering projects throughout California. Must have the skills to provide the 
leadership engineering expertise in stability, retaining wall, and slope analysis, foundation / pile 
design, as well as, providing project management, project scoping, budgeting, client relations, 
and overall profit/loss responsibilities for division.  
More information: http://www.nature.com/naturejobs/science/jobs/94967-Geotechnical-
Engineer-Civil-Geology 

 

 

If you want to find more offers for employment, visit the section ‘Job and Funding’>>’Job 
Opportunities’ on our webpage (http://www.eurogeologists.eu/index.php?page=143) Here you 
can find several links from our members or another organizations. 


